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Chapter 22

The Reconstruction Era

To what extent did Reconstruction bring African
Americans closer to full citizenship?

221 Introduction 3

By the end of the Civil War, Americans longed for
peace. But what kind of peace? One that punished the
South for its rebellion? A peace that helped rebuild the
devastated region? A peace that helped the 4 million
African Americans freed from slavery become full
and equal citizens? In his second inaugural address,
delivered in 1865, President Abraham Lincoln spoke
of a healing peace:

With malice [hatred] toward none, with charity
for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work
we are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care
for him who shall have borne the battle and for his
widow and orphan, to do all which may achieve
and cherish [hold dear] a just and lasting peace.

The nation would never know how Lincoln planned to achieve Five days after the Civil War ended,
such a peace. On April 14, 1865, just five days after the war ended, President Lincoln was shot dead by
the president was assassinated while attending a play at Ford’s an assassin. The task of rebuilding the

nation fell to Vice President Andrew
Johnson, who became president when
Lincoln died. Pictured here is Lincoln's
funeral procession from the White
House to the Capitol on April 19, 1865.

Theater in Washington, D.C. The assassin was an actor named John
Wilkes Booth. Booth thought that killing Lincoln would somehow

save the Confederacy.
After Lincoln’s death, Vice President Andrew Johnson became

president. The task of rebuilding the South and bringing the Southern
states back into the Union would not be easy for Johnson’s adminis-
tration. For while the nation was united again, Americans remained
deeply divided.

As you read this chapter, think about Lincoln’s dream of “ajust
and lasting peace.” Did the end of the war and the end of slavery
lead to a peace based on liberty and justice for all? Did these events
bring African Americans closer to the ideals of liberty and justice,

including the rights of citizenship?
« In the years following the Civil War, African American men were granted the

right to vote.
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